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Institutional Context
• University of Dayton
– Private
– Catholic
– Marianist
• University Libraries
– University Archives and Special Collections (2 FTE)
– U.S. Catholic Special Collection (1 FTE)
– Marian Library (7.5 FTE)
UDI 204: Archival and Primary Source Research
• 1 credit = 15 hours
• 6 librarian / archivist instructors
• Independent course listing
• Open to all undergraduates
Identify themes and current issues within archives and special collections, such as historical 
empathy, silences in the archives, visual literacy/material culture, and privacy
4. F Demonstrate historical empathy, curiosity about the past, and appreciation for historical sources and historical actors. 
Case Studies 
on Teaching with 
Primary Sources
Readings and Discussion
“How do you think you would reconcile your own values and 
morals with those you find in the archives - some of which you 
may find strange or even offensive?”

Final Assignment
• Digital Poster
– Historical context
– Connection to a theme
• Reflection
– How do the themes play into the research you conducted?
• Bibliography
– Primary and secondary
“I found in my research that it 
was difficult to employ this 
‘historical empathy’ to 
something from as close to home 
as the University of Dayton.”
-Junior, history major (honors)
The Exponent Vol. XIII, January 1915
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